
 

in front of them. There are 

some tried and true options 

available to them that will cover 

some of the projected need. We 

are only in the early stages of 

the legislature’s budget de-

bate.    I am confident that the 

final budget for DHS will be bet-

ter than what we are now see-

ing.   All I can offer to you is 

that you do the best you can 

every day in your job and I’ll 

make sure we do the best job 

we can around here of support-

ing you.  If we can all do our 

jobs, the Iowans that we collec-

tively serve will benefit. 

—Charlie Krogmeier 

 

 

See the related article entitled 

“Budget Targets”.  

These are difficult times we at 

DHS are living through right 

now. Even knowing the 

caseloads and stresses you are 

experiencing, every day I am 

proud of the work that you do 

and the positive impact that you 

make in the lives of Iowans who 

need our help.  That being said, I 

hesitated in writing this column 

about the legislative budget 

targets for fear of causing you 

additional stress. However, I 

promised to be direct and hon-

est with you, so here it goes: 

I had the chance on Thursday to 

discuss the targets with some 

members of the appropriations 

committee and will continue 

those discussions next week. I 

gave my general overview of the 

impact of the proposed budget 

numbers on DHS and the Iowans 

that we serve.  I think I got their 

attention, but, to be honest, they 

are in a very difficult spot and 

have only so many options avail-

able. What I told them was this: 

at the overall target level DHS 

will be eliminating 500 positions 

statewide that will severely 

reduce our ability to protect 

vulnerable Iowans. .  The 500 

positions breakdown as follows, 

60% Field, 20% Institutions, 

10% General Administration and 

10% Child Support Recov-

ery.  Whole wards at some insti-

tutions will close. Dramatic 

reductions will occur in pro-

gramming at virtually every 

institution. Many more counties 

will have part time DHS offices. 

Income maintenance and ser-

vices staff will have to prioritize 

caseloads and some clients will 

have to wait for assistance.  

Fewer adoptions will occur. 

Millions of dollars in child sup-

port will not be collected. The 

list goes on and on.  Legislators 

know the seriousness of the 

potential impacts. Our job is to 

keep reminding them of those 

impacts and the policy choices 
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Democratic Leadership in the 

House and Senate announced 

budget targets to their subcom-

mittee chairs this week.  A 

budget target represents the 

maximum amount that the 

seven budget subcommittees 

are able to spend within their 

department budgets.  As a re-

minder, DHS shares the same 

budget subcommittee with De-

partment of Public Health, De-

partment of Elder Affairs and 

the Vets Home.  The current 

budget target for the Human 

Services Budget Subcommittee 

is below the Governor’s recom-

mended budget.  The legislative 

target is $172 Million below the 

FY 10 current level.  The Legisla-

ture has set a self-imposed 

deadline for budget subcommit-

tees to complete their work and 

pass bills to full Appropriations 

by February 26th.  Remember 

that the REC meets on March 

11th, just prior to the end of 

Session scheduled for March 

31st.  The REC deliberations and 

revenue estimates have budget 

implications as well.  See the 

Director’s column for what the 

further cuts mean to the ser-

vices provided by the Depart-

ment. 

 

Education.  The main point of 

interest for DHS is the $100,163 

line item for state payments for 

services with mental illness.  

This represents the “gap” be-

tween the funding being made 

available in SF 2151 the “DHS 

Supplemental” (risk pool trans-

fer) and the funding needed in 

Senate Appropriations Commit-

tee has gotten the ball rolling on 

the FY 10 Supplemental, SSB 

3197.  The legislation contains 

approximately $64 Million in 

supplemental appropriations to 

a variety of agencies including 

Department of Corrections, 

Regents, Department of Public 

Health, and the Department of 

order to avoid dis-enrolling 

individuals from services. 

Supplemental Appropriations Advances 

that it spends $1.7 million, 

raises revenue of $21.7 million 

for FY 11 and $7.7 million for FY 

2012, and saves $70.7 million in 

FY 11 and $34.7 Million in FY 12.  

In its current form, there is no 

reference to mental health in-

stitutes in the legislation. 

State Government Reorganization: Status of SF 2088 

SF 2088 is on the Senate Calen-

dar awaiting action with House 

Amendment S-5072 awaiting 

consideration.  The Senate can 

amend or accept the House 

amendment which is a lengthy, 

91 page document.  The Legisla-

tive Fiscal Agency has analyzed 

the amendment and believes 

Budget Targets Announced Last Week 
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Did you know?   

Iowa 

Medicaid is 

the third 

largest health 

care payer in 

Iowa, 

following 

Wellmark and 

Medicare.   

The program 

will serve over 

559,000 

Iowans, or 

18%, of the 

Iowa 

population in 

SFY 2011. 



March 5th—2nd Funnel 

Deadline  

March 11th—Revenue Esti-

mating Conference Meets 

March 31st—Scheduled 

Final Day of 2010 Session 

 

*Schedule subject to change 

to make recommendations 

around assisted living ser-

vices under the medical 

assistance home and com-

munity based waiver for 

the elderly.   The second 

report, in accordance with 

HF 2539 from the 2008 

DHS has submitted two new 

reports mandated by the 

Legislature.  One report 

makes recommendations to 

the Governor on assisted 

living services pursuant to 

HF 317 from 2009.  DHS 

convened a working group 

Session, is an annual re-

port of an analysis of em-

ployee turnover in nursing 

facilities.  Both reports are 

available on the DHS web-

site under “Reports” then 

click on “Legislative Re-

ports”.                                               

New Reports Filed 

 The bill relates to attendance of a 

child at juvenile court hearings or 

meetings during child in need of 

assistance cases.  The Legislation 

creates a presumption exists that 

it is in the best interest of the child 

to attend all hearings if they are 

fourteen years of age or older.  

And if the child is not age appro-

priate and did not attend a hearing 

that the court make sure the child 

was informed of their right to 

attend.  DHS believes that it is 

valuable for children to participate 

in decisions about their own lives 

to the greatest extent possible and 

is registered as monitoring this 

legislation.  DHS did ask for clarifi-

cation about of the logistical re-

quirements in the legislation. 

Nothing About Me Without Me  

Policy advocated by the Middleton 

Center at Drake University Law is 

making its way through the legisla-

tive process.  You can learn more 

about the Middleton Center and 

their dedication to childrens’ 

rights at their website at:  

http://www.law.drake.edu/

centers/middleton/  

Upcoming Events 
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HF 2502 is the regular 

IPERS bill for the 2010 Ses-

sion.  As you know, the Leg-

islature typically debates 

IPERS changes every other 

year.  The House is starting 

the bill this year and HF 

2502 is on the House Cal-

endar for debate.  Changes 

are being made to the 

number of years to count 

the highest average, years 

it takes to vest, and contri-

bution rates.   Space here 

does not allow for an in-

depth discussion but an 

explanation is available 

with the bill (go to page 27 

of the bill) at the General 

Assembly website; 

www.legis.state.ia.us 

2012 elections will be based 

on the new maps.  Over ten 

years some areas gain 

population, while other ar-

eas lose population.  Like-

wise, after redistricting, 

some states will lose seats 

in the United States House 

of Representatives and 

some states will gain seats.  

(Remember the number of 

US Senate seats a state 

has is not affected by 

population and always re-

mains at two per state.)  It 

is generally believed that 

Iowa is likely to lose one 

Congressional seat and go 

from five down to four rep-

resentatives in the US 

House of Representatives.  

This change in representa-

tion directly impacts a 

state’s ability to influence 

public policy and secure 

funding.  The benefit of the 

process is that it often 

opens doors for new faces 

to have increased changes 

of success running for of-

fices in newly mapped out 

districts. 

2010 Census:  Why Care? 

In legislative and policy 

terms, the 2010 census 

matters a great deal.  Cen-

sus data is critical to the 

processes of reapportion-

ment and redistricting.  

Reapportionment is the 

process of apportioning or 

allotting representatives.  

Redistricting is the process 

of redrawing the legislative 

district maps (both state 

and federal districts).   

State legislators elected in 

2010 will start work in 2011 

to redraw legislative dis-

trict maps based on 

changes in population.  The 

Regular IPERS Bill Advances 

Page 4 Legislative Update 2010 

Coffees With 

Charlie  

 

The outreach 

efforts to welcome 

stakeholders to 

meet with the DHS 

Director during the 

Legislative Session 

through the 

“Coffees with 

Charlie” have been 

a success!   

Director 

Krogmeier has met 

with dozens of 

partners and will 

continue to hold 

coffees on 

Wednesday 

mornings through 

the end of the 

Session.  Thank you 

to the people the 

Director’s office 

who help to 

coordinate these 

meetings and make 

our partners feel 

welcome. 



Disclaimer:  This legislative 

update is provided in the 

spirit of information and edu-

cation.  The opinions ex-

pressed by the contributors 

do not necessarily reflect 

those of the department of its 

programs.  The department 

shall not be liable for any 

damages that may result 

from errors or omissions in 

information distributed  in 

this update.   

 

www.dhs.state.ia.us 

 

Phone: 515-281-4387 

E-mail: jflemin@dhs.state.ia.us 

Iowa DHS  

 

The Mission of the Iowa Department of Human Services is to help individuals and families achieve safe, stable, 

self-sufficient, and healthy lives, thereby contributing to the economic growth of the state.  We do this by keeping 

a customer focus, striving for excellence, sound stewardship of state resources, maximizing the use of federal 

funding and leveraging opportunities, and by working with our public and private partners to achieve results. 
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